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The Comparison Between Pope in Catholic Christianity and Shia Authority
(Marja’iyah) in Shia Islam
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Sayyed Ali Ja’fariyan Kheirabad/?

Abstract:

Pope is the leader of all churches around the world. He as the Petros traditional
successor, has been accepted among the Christians. They believe that Jesus
has given the power of receiving and solving and the heaven keys to him. On
the other side the reference of emulation (Marja’-e-Tagleed) in Imamiyyah
School is called “Mojtahid of Comprehensive Conditions” who is in charge of
spiritual leadership amongst the shia that is the highest Islamic position. The
main question of this article is to know “what are the similarities between Shia
authority (Marja’iyah) position and Pope in Christianity?” The following paper
is going to compare these two. However these two are similar to each other
apparently, there are basic differences between them.The thing which is the
motivation of this article is partial similarities between these two positions, that
caused some of the Pope’s bugs entered to the Shia authority (Marja’yiah). The
connection to God is considered as one of the similarities, but the process of the
choice, the position of these two, and the fallibility and the infallibility are the
most important differences.

Key Words: Spirituality (Rawhaniyah), Shia Authority (Marja’iyah), Pope, Church,
Spiritual Organization, Church Institution, Shia, Christianity.
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