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The Justice-based and Ethical Approach of the Shia Jurisprudence Regarding
the People of the Book; Providing the Basis for Interfaith Proximity

Hadi Qorbanyar*

Abstract

The way that Shia jurisprudence looks at ahl al-kitah illustrates the existence of
a spirit of proximity which is reflected in the Islamic decrees and jurisprudential
laws through calling for the observance of justice and morality with respect to
them. This attitude is an important step in the development of creating a more
religious harmony, especially among Muslims, Christians and Jews; Because
one of the main causes of misconceptions about and misinterpretation of Islam
in modern world is the lack of a proper and accurate presentation of Islam for
non-Muslims which stems from the separation of those religious groups in the
contemporary world.

This study tries to highlight the above mentioned attitude in an attempt to pave
the way for developing more interactions and dialogue between Muslims and
the People of the Book. In this regard, the two axes of observing justice and
morality within the Islamic laws regarding the non-Muslims have been studied
so that the method of the proximity of Abrahamic religions will be developed.

Key Words: Justice, Ethics, Jurisprudence, Shia, Approximation, Islam, People of
the Book.
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